
“Reconciling the many facets of her life is at the 
heart of Top Drawer...She’s the kind of person 
who thinks, ”Well, who wants to hear this story?  
”Lots of people it turns out!”

- Miami Herald

“It is one of the more fascinating events  
in Manhattan.”

- Liz Smith, The New York Social DIary

top drawer
Stories of Dysfunction 
and Redemption from Park 
Avenue to Havana
A ninety-minute solo show with music
written by Adelaide Mestre
with Doug Oberhamer at the piano
 Directed by Coco Cohn

P
G

 1

“Top Drawer is sincere, sad and yet 
triumphant.... watching Mestre discover her 
value and her calling as a performer is inspiring 
to any artist who has struggled with both the 
professional and personal ups and downs 
implicit in the artist’s life.”

- NYTheatre.com 

“Mestre has a naturally winning stage presence, 
casually dazzling … When she lets loose with a 
song you can see and hear the real artistry.”

- TheHappiestMedium.com

“Top Drawer, Mestre’s one-woman show, 
is taking New York City by storm. An 
autobiographic tale of self-discovery, this 
leading lady will make you laugh and break 
your heart.”

- BettyConfidential



Stories of Dysfunction and Redemption from Park Avenue 
to Havana is a poignant musical memoir that recounts 
a life of privilege and secrets. It is writer and performer 
Adelaide Mestre’s autobiographical story of her journey to 
Cuba to seek out her deceased father’s piano, left behind 
when her family fled in 1960. The show takes place in 
both the past and present, as the audience follows her on 
her quest to reclaim her family’s heritage. In flashbacks, 
she chronicles her life growing up on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side with her mother, a thrice married, opera-singing 
socialite with impossible top-drawer standards, and her 
father, a gay, Cuban, manic-depressive concert pianist. 
In story and song, she share about her parents doomed 
love affair, her father’s struggle with his homosexuality, 
and his eventual tragic suicide. On her journey, she 
learns of a famous speech her grandfather gave against 
Castro and recovers old recordings of her father playing 
the piano with an orchestra in Havana in 1954. With 
sentiment and humor she spins a tale of dysfunction and 
redemption and, ultimately, shares her discovery that 
art can be a kind of alchemy that transmutes loss and 
abandonment into freedom.

TOP DRAWER premiered at the New York International 
Fringe Festival in 2011, and has enjoyed multiple, 
return engagements at NYC’s Stage 72. In 2013 it was 
presented, in sold out shows, at New York’s Symphony 
Space by The Cuban Cultural Center of New York and in 
Miami by the Cuban Museum. Top Drawer was produced 
in Boston for friends of Caritas Cubana and then again 
in Miami where it played at The American Museum of 
The Cuban Diaspora. Most recently, Top Drawer was 
produced in Sag Harbor, New York at The Church. 

ABOUT THE SHOW: 

PRODUCTION HISTORY: 
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ADELAIDE MESTRE 
WRITER/PERFORMER

COCO COHN  
DIRECTOR/COLLABORATOR

Adelaide Mestre is an award winning actress, singer, 
writer and solo show performer. In her work, she mines 
the autobiographical material of her childhood and family 
history, chronicling the trials and tribulations of growing 
up in an eccentric family among artists and other larger-
than-life personalities. She has performed in numerous 
theatrical productions, musicals, cabarets, and films, 
including Woody Allen’s Husbands and Wives. Adelaide 
has written and performed several solo shows including: 
Dead Mosquito at Emerging Artists Theatre’s One Woman 
Standing Festival and Out of Step at Where Eagles 
Dare Theatre. Her ten-minute play, It’s My Amygdala 
was produced at the Estrogenius Festival and the SoHo 
Playhouse. Top Drawer premiered in the 2011 New 
York International Fringe Festival and has since enjoyed 
multiple runs at New York’s Triad Theatre and been 
produced in Miami, Boston, Tamps and most recently in 
Sarasota where she received the Bill Bowers Award of 
Excellence.

Coco Cohn is an NYU graduate with a background in 
musical theatre. She spent a decade+ in Los Angeles, 
directing and developing original musicals for her 
critically-acclaimed theatre company, Neurotic Young 
Urbanites. Coco built a successful private coaching 
business while in LA, working mostly with kids and young 
adults. She served as on-set coach for clients on shows 
such as The Suite Life of Zack and Cody, iCarly. and 
Ned’s Declassified School Survival Guide.  
She is also the actor, Lauren Cohn!
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DOUG OBERHAMER   
PIANIST/MUSICAL DIRECTOR

Doug Oberhamer has been involved in musical theater 
for over 25 years with Music Directing credits ranging 
from Broadway and Off Broadway to National and 
International Tours. He also works as a composer, 
arranger, orchestrator, music producer, and vocal coach 
in New York and abroad. Most recently, Doug was the 
Music Director, Conductor and Orchestrator for the 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s Production of 
Man of La Mancha.  He was also the Music Director, 
Composer and Arranger for Reel to Real for Broadway 
Asia/Warner Brothers in Beijing and the Edinburgh 
Festival. Other Music Directing Credits include: 
Swing!(Broadway, National Tour, Japanese Tour, Marriot 
Linconshire), Thoroughly Modern Millie (National Tour), 
My Vaudeville Man (The York Theatre, Arr./Orch.), 
Wanda’s World (45th Street Theatre), Flight of the 
Lawnchair Man  (37 Arts), Crazy for You(National Tour), 
Frankenstein (Casino Rama), Nunsense (Fallsview 
Casino),  Seeing Stars, (The York Theatre), Saturday 
Night Fever (AMD - National Tour), Doug can also be 
found in the cabaret world as a Music Director, Arranger 
and Orchestrator. He has performed at Birdland, The 
Zipper, The Triad, Joe’s Pub, Feinsteins, Don’t Tell 
Mama’s, and Rose’s Turn with shows such as: Steppin’ 
Out, Little Death,Foreign Currency, Love Stories and 
many others. He can be heard as the featured trumpet 
soloist on the Sony Classics Grammy nominated 
recording of Swing! (Original Broadway Cast recording) 
as well as MCA Records Vanessa Daou “Slow to Burn”. 
He was nominated for a Jefferson Award for his work on 
Swing! in Chicago and won a Bistro Award for excellence 
in Musical Direction and Arranging/Orchestrating for Little 
Death.    
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“Mestre has a bright, 
crystalline singing voice 

and she ably switches 
between musical 

styles, from popular to 
operatic, depending 
on which character 

she embodies. She is 
also a versatile actress, 

equally convincing as 
an exuberant 5-year-
old talking about her 

mother’s opera coach, 
a 9-year-old mortified by 

her father’s public re-
enactment of a number 
from A Chorus Line on, 

and an adult passionately 
searching for clues about 

her family’s past.”
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